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History
● The purpose of  this presentation is 

to chronicle, from a high level, the 
Cahaba Project’s rich history.

● Over the next several slides, a brief  
overview will be presented about the 

Great Depression, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal, 

the Resettlement Administration and 
the Cahaba Project.



The Great Depression

● The Great Depression was the worst 
economic downturn in the history of  
the industrialized world, beginning 

with the stock market crash on Oct. 
29, 1929. Wall Street panicked, 

wiping out millions of  investors.
● Over the next several years, 

consumer spending and investment 
decreased, causing declines in 
productivity and employment.

Waiting for relief  checks in Calipatria, California
Photo by Dorothea Lange/Library of  Congress



The New Deal

• In the wake of  the Great Depression, the 
New Deal was a series of  programs and 

projects instituted by then-President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt that aimed to restore 

prosperity to Americans. 
• In 1935, the Resettlement Administration 

was created to resettle “destitute or 
low-income families from rural and urban 

areas,” as well as “to finance, in whole or in 
part, the purchase of  farm lands and 

necessary equipment by farmers, farm 
tenants, croppers or farm laborers.”

President Franklin D. Roosevelt



Resettlement 
Administration

• President Roosevelt appointed Rexford Tugwell, 
an economist who had earned his doctorate at 
Columbia University, to lead the Resettlement 

Administration. 
• Tugwell visited what is now the Cahaba Project 

during an inspection trip in the mid-1930s and 
decided to provide homes in the area not for 

homestead operation or for victims of  the Great 
Depression, but for a quality suburban 

residential development.
• Being tired of  fancy names for these 
developments, Tugwell declared the project to 
be called “Slagheap Village,” since a mountain 

of  slag from the once-operating blast furnace in 
the area was still visible.

Rexford Tugwell



The Cahaba Project
• The Cahaba Project is a federal government 

housing project formed under President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, in which 243 

single-family homes and 44 duplexes were 
constructed  between 1936 and 1938.

• The housing project was initially called 
Slagheap Village due to the slag from a blast 
furnace that produced pig iron in the area in 
the late 1800s and early 1900s. Much of  that 

pig iron contributed to the World War I 
effort.

Slagheap being used as construction material
Photo by Arthur Rothstein, Library of  Congress



The Blast Furnace

● The Cahaba Project, specifically the 
area near The Mall and Cahaba 

Elementary School, was once the site 
of  a blast furnace. The furnace was 
constructed in 1887 and opened in 
1889. It was passed among various 

companies through the years and sat 
idle from 1910 to 1917. It was last 

operated in 1919 and was abandoned 
until its dismantling in 1933. Typical homes being razed on the site of  the proposed Mall in 

Slagheap Village
Photo courtesy of  the Trussville Public Library



‘Everything Here that is 
Needed to Make a Big 

City’

● The area that became Trussville saw 
an influx of  a consuming population 

in the 1920s. Sandstone was a 
valuable production here. The 

railroad was here. The Cahaba River 
provided recreation. There was a 

school and churches.
● A Dec. 30, 1928 article in The 

Birmingham News-Age Herald 
stated they “have everything here 
that is needed to make a big city.”

Field view inside the Slagheap Village property
Photo courtesy of  the Trussville Public Library



The Homes are 
Constructed

● The total estimated budget for 
constructing the Cahaba Project homes 
was $2,685,287.96. The total cost ended 

up being $2,661,981.26. 
● There was a small laundry shack on The 

Mall for residents to do their laundry. 
The Mall, interestingly, was designed to 
mirror the National Mall in Washington, 

D.C.

Homes on Brentwood Avenue
Photos courtesy of  the Birmingham Public Library



The Cahaba Project

• The Cahaba Project ultimately opened in 
April 1938, and residents rented homes 

from the federal government.
• The Cahaba Project was first under the 

Farm Security Administration and then 
the Federal Public Housing Authority.

• Rental rates ranged from $14 to $23 per 
month beginning June 1, 1939. 

The scene at Slagheap Village in February 1937 
Photo by Arthur Rothstein, Library of  Congress



Life in the 
Cahaba Project

The Cahaba Hub Headlines:
• Cooperative Store Opens
• Residents of  Cahaba Prepare for Big Xmas
• Telephones by Dec. 25
• Schools Prepare to Close for Yule Season
• Cahaba on Santa’s List for First Time
• Santa Will not Forget Children in Cahaba
• Cahaba has First Fire

● Life in the Cahaba Project was 
almost always social. There were 

dinner parties, community dances, 
softball games and movies. 

● The Cahaba Hub, the area’s 
newspaper, published its first issue 
on December 9, 1938. Some key 

headlines from its front page are at 
right.

The first 
issue of  The 
Cahaba Hub
Photo courtesy 

of  the 
Trussville 

Public 
Library



The Cahaba Project
• In 1947, the Cahaba Project residents voted 

to incorporate their community with the 
newly formed Town of  Trussville. That same 

year, the government sold the homes to 
individuals for prices ranging from $4,400 to 

$9,000.
• In 2001, Trussville Mayor Gene Melton, 

along with City Councilmen Wayne Taylor 
and John Garrison, retrieved thousands of  
documents about the Cahaba Project from 
the National Archives Annex in Maryland.
• The Cahaba Project was added to the 
National Register of  Historic Places in 2006.

An overhead view of  the Cahaba Project under construction in the 1930s
Photo courtesy of  Heritage Hall, Trussville, Ala.



A High-Level Timeline of  the Creation of  the Cahaba Project and Trussville



Questions? Comments? Want to know more about us?

Cahaba Homestead Heritage Foundation
www.CahabaHeritage.org 
cahabahhf@gmail.com 

http://www.cahabaheritage.org
mailto:cahabahhf@gmail.com

